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due in large degree to the mysterious secrecy of the
meetings, the weird initiation ceremony that made
him feel fearfully good from his head to his heels,
the imposing ritual, and the songs. The ritual, it is
said, was not used in the North; it was probably
adopted for the particular benefit of the African.
The would-be Leaguer was informed that the em-
blems of the order were the altar, the Bible, the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of
the United States, the flag of the Union, censer,
sword, gavel, ballot box, sickle, shuttle, anvil, and
other emblems of industry. He was told to the
accompaniment of clanking chains and groans
that the objects of the order were to preserve liber-
ty, to perpetuate the Union, to maintain the laws
and the Constitution, to secure the ascendancy of
American institutions, to protect, defend, and
strengthen all loyal men and members of the Union
League in all rights of person and property, to
demand the elevation of labor, to aid in the educa-
tion of laboring men, and to teach the duties of
American citizenship. This enumeration of the
objects of the League sounded well and was im-
pressive. At this point the negro was always will-
ing to take an oath of secrecy, after which he was
asked to swear with a solemn oath to support the